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Those who find fault with believers who voluntarily give alms and have nothing but their hard earnings - still they mock

at them - mocked they are by Allah and for them there is a painful punishment. [9:79]

COMMENTARY

Mentioned in the first verse (79) are taunts thrown at Muslims who gave away in charity on a

voluntary basis (Naflī Sadaqāt). It appears in the Sahīh of Muslim that Sayyidnā Abū Masʿūd radī’allāhu

ʿanhu said: ‘We had orders from Allah Taʿālā that we must give Sadaqah and, believe it, we used to do

manual labor for that (that is, we had no money or thing with us. We used to take out that Sadaqah

too from whatever we earned through this very manual labor). Thus, Abū ʿAqīl offered Sadaqah to the

measure of 0.5 Sā’ (approximately 1.75 kilos). Then, someone came and gave a little more than that.

The hypocrites mocked a t them for having brought something so insignificant in the name of

Sadaqah. Allah never needs things like that. And whoever gave a little more in Sadaqah, they accused

him that he had done it to show off before people. Thereupon, this verse was revealed.

Please note that, in the sentence: (mocked they are by Allah - 79), the word 'mocked' stands for

'punished for their mockery'.

TAFSĪR IBN KATHĪR

Hypocrites defame Believers Who give the Little Charity They can afford

Among the traits of the hypocrites is that they will not leave anyone without defaming and ridiculing

him in all circumstances even those who give away charity. If, for instance, someone gives away a large

amount, the hypocrites say that he is showing off. If someone gives away a small amount they say that

Allah stands not in need of this man's charity. Al-Bukhari recorded that `Ubaydullah bin Sa`id said

that Abu An-Nu`man Al-Basri said that Shu`bah narrated that Sulayman said that Abu Wa'il said that

Abu Mas`ud said, "When the verses of charity were revealed, we used to work as porters. A man came and

distributed objects of charity in abundance and they (hypocrites) said, `He is showing off.' Another man came and gave a

Sa` (a small measure of food grains); they said, `Allah is not in need of this small amount of charity.' Then the Ayah

was revealed; (Those who defame the volunteers...)" 

Muslim collected this Hadith in the Sahih. Al-`Awfi narrated that Ibn `Abbas said, "One day, the

Messenger of Allah went out to the people and called them to bring forth their charity, and they started bringing their

charity. Among the last to come forth was a man who brought a Sa` of dates, saying, `O Allah's Messenger! This is a

Sa` of dates. I spent the night bringing water and earned two Sa` of dates for my work. I kept one Sa` and brought you

the other Sa`. ' The Messenger of Allah ordered him to add it to the charity. Some men mocked that man, saying, 
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Allah and His Messenger are not in need of this charity. What benefit would this Sa` of yours bring' `Abdur-Rahman

bin `Awf asked Allah's Messenger , `Are there any more people who give charity' The Messenger of Allah said, (None

besides you!) `Abdur-Rahman bin `Awf said, `I will give a hundred Uqiyah of gold as a charity.' `Umar bin Al-

Khattab said to him, `Are you crazy' `Abdur-Rahman said, `I am not crazy.' `Umar said, `Have you given what you

said would give' `Abdur-Rahman said, `Yes. I have eight thousand (Dirhams), four thousand I give as a loan to my

Lord and four thousand I keep for myself.' The Messenger of Allah said, (May Allah bless you for what you kept and

what you gave away). However, the hypocrites defamed him, `By Allah! `Abdur-Rahman gave what he gave just to

show off.' They lied, for `Abdur-Rahman willingly gave that money, and Allah revealed about his innocence and the

innocence of the fellow who was poor and brought only a Sa` of dates. Allah said in His Book, (Those who defame

such of the believers who give charity voluntarily) (9:79).''' 

A similar story was narrated from Mujahid and several others. Ibn Ishaq said, "Among the believers who

gave away charity were `Abdur-Rahman bin `Awf who gave four thousand Dirhams and `Asim bin `Adi from Bani

`Ajlan. This occurred after the Messenger of Allah encouraged and called for paying charity. `Abdur-Rahman bin

`Awf stood and gave away four thousand Dirhams. `Asim bin `Adi also stood and gave a hundred Wasaq of dates,

but some people defamed them, saying, `They are showing off.' As for the person who gave the little that he could afford,

he was Abu `Aqil, from Bani Anif Al-Arashi, who was an ally of Bani `Amr bin `Awf. He brought a Sa` of dates

and added it to the charity. They laughed at him, saying, `Allah does not need the Sa` of Abu `Aqil.''' 

Allah said, (so they mock at them (believers); Allah will throw back their mockery on them)

rebuking them for their evil actions and defaming the believers. Truly, the reward, or punishment, is

equitable to the action. Allah treated them the way mocked people are treated, to aid the believers in

this life. Allah has prepared a painful torment in the Hereafter for the hypocrites, for the recompense

is similar to the deed.

End.
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