
COMMENTARY

There is reference to the pledge of Ridwān which was narrated in part [10] of the story of Hudaibiyah.

The purpose of the believers in entering into the pledge at the hands of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was to

act upon the command of Allah and to receive His good pleasure. Therefore, when the blessed

Companions placed their hands on the hand of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, it was tantamount to taking the

pledge at the hands of Allah. 'Allah's hand' is in any case something falling in the category of

mutashābihāt the correct nature of which cannot be known to us, nor should we attempt to investigate

its reality. The significance of the pledge of Ridwān is described later in the Sūrah. The word baiʿah,

lexically, connotes a pledge to do some particular work. The ancient and traditional method of this

pledge is for the pledging parties to place their hands upon each other, although the placing of hands

is not a necessary condition. Nevertheless, once the pledge is consummated, juristically it is binding,

and its violation is unlawful. Therefore, it is later laid down that whoever violates the pledge will cause

loss to himself. It will not cause loss to Allah and His Messenger. Whoever fulfils the terms of the

pledge will receive a mighty reward from Allah.

TAFSĪR IBN KATHĪR

The Pledge of Ar-Ridwan

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored honors, regards and praises His Messenger by saying, (Verily,

those who give pledge to you, they are giving pledge to Allah.) 

Allah the Exalted and Most High said in another Ayah, (He who obeys the Messenger, has indeed

obeyed Allah.) (4:80) 

Allah said, next, (The Hand of Allah is over their hands.) meaning, He is with them, hearing their

statements and witnessing their stand, having full knowledge of them inwardly and outwardly.

Therefore, Allah the Exalted was indeed taking the pledge from them through His Messenger, 
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Those who pledge allegiance with you (by placing their hands in your hand)- they, in fact, pledge allegiance with Allah.

Allah’s hand is over their hands. Then, whoever breaks his pledge breaks it to his own detriment, and whoever fulfils the

covenant he has made with Allah, He will give him a great reward. [48:10]
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ANSWER: 

Allegiance to Nabī صلى الله عليه وسلم is allegiance to Allah  



(Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their properties for which theirs

shall be the Paradise. They fight in Allah's cause, so they kill and are killed. It is a promise in

truth, binding on Him in the Tawrah and the Injil and the Qur'an. And who is truer to his

covenant than Allah Then rejoice in the bargain you have concluded. That is the supreme

success.)(9:111) 

Allah said, (...and whosoever fulfills what the covenants he makes with Allah, He will bestow

on him a great reward.) a generous reward. The pledge mentioned here is the pledge of Ar-Ridwan

which was pledged under a tree, a Samurah, in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah. The number of the

Companions who gave their pledge to Allah's Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم at that time was either 1,300, 1,400 or

1,500. However, 1,400 is the better choice.

And Allāh ta’ālā knows best.
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