
COMMENTARY

(Sirāj) means lamp and (Munīr) means luminous. The fifth attribute of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم has been

stated that he is a luminous lamp, and some are of the view that ‘luminous lamp’ refers here to the

Qur’ān. But the context suggests that this is also an attribute of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. 

Qadī Thana’ullāh has stated in Tafsīr Mazharī that “the Holy Prophet's صلى الله عليه وسلم function of calling towards

Allah pertains to his speech and outward acts, his attribute of being a ‘luminous lamp’ pertains to

his blessed heart. Just as the sun illuminates the whole world, in the same way, the hearts of the

faithful become illuminated by the radiant light of his heart. That is why the noble companions who

were the beneficiaries of his company in this world are superior and more exalted than the whole of

the Ummah, because their hearts were illuminated and graced by his heart directly; the rest of the

Ummah received this radiant light indirectly through the noble companions and their successors and

so on.”

It can also be said that all prophets, specially the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, after having passed away from this

world are alive in their graves. Their life in barzakh (transition between death and the Day of

Resurrection) is much more superior than the transit-life of common people, the reality of which is

known to Allah Ta'ālā only. However, due to this life, the hearts of all Muslims would keep on

receiving the radiant light of his blessed heart, and the share of each individual would be in accordance

with the intensity of love and reverence he has towards the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and the abundance of

Salāh (durūd) he offers to him.

The radiant light of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم has been metaphorically described as a ‘lamp’, even though

his inner radiance is far brighter than the sun. This is because the sun illuminates only the surface of

the world, whereas his blessed heart illuminates the inside of the whole world and the hearts of the

faithful. The reason for this simile appears to be that obtaining advantage from the light of a lamp is

voluntary and available all the time easily, whereas approaching the sun is well-nigh impossible and its

light is not available all the time.

And Allāh Ta’ālā knows best.

ا نِيرًۭ ا مُّ  وَسِرَاجًۭ
and as a luminous lamp [33:46]
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