
COMMENTARY

Not accepting the decision of the Holy Prophet is Kufr

This verse, while projecting a powerful view of the highly exalted station of the noble Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم,

presents a very explicit statement concerning the need to obey him, something conclusively proved by

so many verses of the Holy Qurʾān. The verse opens with the ultimate oath, “by your Lord’, following

which Allah Almighty proclaims that nobody can become a Muslim unless he accepts the verdict of

the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم willingly, calmly and fully to the extent that there remains even in his heart not

the slightest strain because of this verdict.

The Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is himself the exerciser of God-given authority over his community in his

capacity as the Messenger of Allah and he is thus responsible for adjudicating in every dispute that

may arise. The authority he exercises in making decisions certainly does not depend upon his being

made a judge by some litigants. We should also keep in mind that Muslims have been asked to make

the prophet their judge because people are generally not satisfied with judgements delivered by

someone appointed by the government as compared with an arbitrator they themselves choose to

have. But, the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is not only the ruler of a state, he is a Messenger of Allah, protected

against sins by Him, and sent as mercy for the worlds, and also a loving father for his community - so,

the compassionate instruction given is that, whenever a situation of conflict arises in social or religious

matters, the contesting parties are duty-bound to make the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم the arbitrator and judge

and have him give the final verdict, and once the verdict has been given by him, let them all accept it

whole-heartedly and act accordingly.

The Authority of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم extends to all times

Commentators say that acting in accordance with this command of the Holy Qurʾān is not restricted

to the blessed times when he graced this mortal world. After him, the verdict of the sacred Law left by

him, is nothing but his own verdict. Therefore, the rule reigns supreme right through the Last Day,

the rule that guidance should be sought by turning directly to the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم during his blessed

life-time, and after him, one must turn to his Sharīʿah which is, in all reality, a return to him, may Allah

bless him for ever and ever.

And Allāh Ta’ālā knows best.
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So, never by your Lord! Never shall they become believers, unless they make you the judge in the disputes that arise

between them, then find no discomfort in their hearts against what you have decided, and surrender to it in total

submission. [4:65]
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ANSWER: 

Final judge and arbiter


