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ANSWER

O95hid 3
and what they write [68:1]
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COMMENTARY
Then it swears an oath by what they write [1] In other words, swearing an oath by what the pens have
written or what they will record in the future, Allah refutes the unbelievers' false charge of madness
that they made against the Holy Prophet £ | thus: (with the grace of your Lord, you are not
insane.. ..68:2). The verse contains the phrase (with the grace of your Lord.. ..68:2). It states not
only the claim, but also evidence to support and substantiate the statement of claim. [See special note
below.] Man is required to turn the pages of history, and he will realize that a person as great as the
Messenger of Allah £, upon whom Allah has conferred great blessings and grace, cannot be insane.

Calling such a sane person insane is itself insanity.

Special Note

Scholars have explained the Qut’anic concept of 'oath": Wherever Allah has sworn an oath by an
object or a phenomenon, its subject has been cited as evidence or testimony to support and
substantiate the claim. Here the phrase 'what they write [1]”. Is the proof of the claim, that is, world
history has been cited as testimony for critics to look into the pages of history, if they can ever find a
person of such lofty calibre as the Messenger of Allah #£, with high morals insane. He takes care of

other people's sanity. The next verse reinforces the subject.

TAFSIR IBN KATHIR

Thus, Allah continues by saying, (and by what they Yastur.) Ibn “~Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah all said
that this means, "what they write." As-Suddi said, "The angels and the deeds of the servants they
record." Others said, "Rather, what is meant here is the pen which Allah caused to write the decree
when He wrote the decrees of all creation, and this took place fifty-thousand years before He created
the heavens and the earth." For this, they present Hadiths that have been reported about the Pen. Ibn
Abi Hatim recorded from Al-Walid bin “Ubadah bin As-Samit that he said, "My father called for me
when he was dying and he said to me: "Verily, I heard the Messenger of Allah say, (Verily, the first of
what Allah created was the Pen, and He said to it: "Write." The Pen said: "O my Lord, what shall 1
write" He said: "Write the decree and whatever will throughout eternity.")" This Hadith has been
recorded by Imam Ahmad through various routes of transmission. At-Tirmidhi also recorded it from

a Hadith of Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi and he (At-Tirmidhi) said about it, "Hasan Sahih, Gharib." )

And Allah T2a’ala knows best.




